Plasma cholinesterase polymorphism in Down's syndrome.
The plasma cholinesterase variants in 80 patients having Down's syndrome have been examined and compared with a random control sample of individuals domiciled in the same area. Neither a change in frequency of known C5+ variant nor any new variant has been found in the electrophoretic studies. A highly significant increase in frequency of the fluoride resistant gene as well as a significant decrease in frequency of the atypical gene has been found in the Down's syndrome individuals. This altered distribution of the rare phenotype of plasma cholinesterase in mental illness may lead to a useful diagnostic acid in genetic counselling.